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nlsliingly unlike those of the present day in one par-
ticular. They turn to a surprising extent on law,
and specially on Constitutional law. Everybody in
Parliament is supposed to be acquainted with law,
and, above all, the Ministers. The servants of the
Qrown may not plead the authority of its Law officers
for their acts ; nay, even the Attorney- and Solicitor-
General may not publicly admit that they have been,
consulted beforehand, but have to pretend that they
are arguing the legal question before the House on
the spur of the moment. There is an apparent sur-
vival of these strange fictions in the doctrine which
still prevails, that the opinions of the Law Officers
of the Crown are strictly confidential. During the
whole period of the bitter controversies provoked by
the grievances of Wilkes and the discontent of the
colonies, it is hard to say whether Parliament or the
Courts of Justice are the proper judges of the points
of law constantly raised. Sometimes a Judge of great
eminence speaks with authority, as did Lord Camden
on general warrants, and Lord Mansfield on Wilkes's
outlawry ; but Parliament is just as often the field to
which the perpetual strife is transferred. The con-
fusion reaches its height when Lord Chatham in the
House of Lords declares the House of Commons to
be open to a civil action for not giving Wilkes a seat,
when Lord Mansfield covers this opinion with ridicule,
and when Lord Camden to some extent supports